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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Representative Darlene Hooley (Democrat, OR)
       


PORTLAND HARBOR SUPERFUND SITE

Willamette River near Portland, Oregon

QUESTION:  What is the status of the cleanup activities at Portland Harbor?


ANSWER:  

· The Remedial Investigation and Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for Portland Harbor is progressing well.  Most of the scientific data has been collected and EPA is releasing a comprehensive report in spring 2007.  Work in 2007 will focus on filling the remaining information gaps needed to conduct the human health and ecological risk assessments, leading to the development of preliminary cleanup goals and remedial alternatives.  


· A group of Potentially Responsible Parties (PRPs) known as the Lower Willamette Group are doing the investigation work with government oversight. EPA is assisted in oversight by Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, the Yakama, Grande Ronde, Siltez, Warm Springs, Umatilla and Nez Perce Tribes, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Department of the Interior.


Recent activities of note:

· EPA entered an agreement with the University of Portland (U of P) to facilitate their purchase of the adjacent Triangle Park property.  Even though U of P did not cause contamination, they will spend $3 million to assess and clean up the property in exchange for covenants with EPA.


· EPA is completing the work plan for assessing and cleaning up the highly contaminated Arkema pesticide manufacturing Site.  

· An early action cleanup decision was issued for the Port of Portland Marine Terminal 4 in May 2006.  The design of the cleanup remedy is underway, including construction of a Confined Disposal Facility and EPA and the Port plan to hold a public open house to share information and obtain feedback from the community. 

· In November 2006, a construction oversight report was completed to evaluate the removal action at the GASCO gas plant and identify improvements for future early actions.  In addition, EPA issued a penalty to NW Natural for failure to meet established timelines for water quality monitoring during the 2005 removal.

· In April 2006, EPA issued notice letters to additional potentially responsible parties and re-noticed parties who were identified in 2000 but were not active participants in the RI/FS.  Several of these parties are negotiating with the Lower Willamette Group and are expected to reach an agreement to participate in the RI/FS. 

· In late 2005, cleanup was completed at the former McCormick and Baxter Superfund Site, which lies within Portland Harbor.  In February 2006, EPA joined DEQ and others at a celebration and tree planting ceremony at the Site.  Approximately $45 million were spent remediating the site.  Cleanup activities included the removal of 33,000 tons of highly contaminated soils, and construction of a sub-surface barrier wall, a sediment cap, and an upland soil cap in order to protect people and wildlife.

· EPA is working with the US Army Corps of Engineers to develop a Federal Facilities Agreement to clean up contamination at the US Moorings Site within Portland Harbor.  

Controlling Sources of Contamination:

· In December 2005, EPA and Oregon DEQ finalized a Joint Source Control Strategy for Portland Harbor.  This strategy provides guidance to agencies and property owners working to control and eliminate sources of contamination to Portland Harbor sediment.  DEQ is working with over 60 property owners to identify, control, and eliminate sources.

· Oregon DEQ and the City of Portland are working together on a project to investigate and control sources of contamination from stormwater outfalls.  


Limiting the Public’s Risk of Exposure to Contamination:

· In fall 2005, ATSDR updated the Public Health Assessment for Portland Harbor for public comment.  The assessment looks at possible ways the contaminants could reach humans through the air, water, soil, or food chain, and concludes that children and adults who eat resident fish from Portland Harbor have an increased risk of adverse health effects.


· The Portland Harbor Citizens Advisory Group plays an active role in making sure community concerns are considered during the early stages of the remedial investigation.


· Using new data on polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) collected during the investigation, the Oregon Department of Human Services updated the fish consumption advisory for the Willamette River.


· Oregon Department of Human Services awarded Safe Fish Consumption Health Education Mini-Grants to educate the Latino, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Burmese populations with information about safely selecting and preparing fish.


BACKGROUND:

· Portland Harbor Superfund Site was added to the National Priorities List in December 2000, and is defined in the Federal Register as contaminated sediments in the Willamette River, including all upland sources of hazardous substances to the Willamette River.  The initial study area focused on the highly industrialized six-mile segment north of downtown Portland.

· The Site has elevated levels of metals (arsenic, mercury), pesticides, PCBs, petroleum products, polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), phthalates, and dioxin/furans from current or historical industrial activities, including petroleum storage and distribution, chemical manufacturing and formulation, oil gasification, wood treating, metals salvage, marine fueling, shipbuilding and repair, railroad operations, and electrical power generation.

· Recreational fishing is extremely popular throughout the Lower Willamette River Basin.  The Lower Reach of the Willamette River provides a migratory route for several protected species, including Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, and Pacific lamprey.   

· EPA is working to determine whether, under current conditions, there are any potential or actual human exposures to contaminants at this site.

CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES:  

· None.  
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